MYTH 19
Your college experience will be pretty much be like everyone else's.

This can be true at large universities where the number of students makes
"personalizing” the experience difficult. It is generally not true at smaller
colleges and universities. At these institutions, students can and are encouraged
to study overseas, do an internship, pursue an independent study project,
conduct research with a professor, major in two fields, cluster courses on a
single topic, and so forth. In fact, at most smaller institutions you can even
design your own major.

MYTH 20
Colleges are concerned only with my intellectual and academic development.

Many colleges and smaller universities pride themselves on their ability to
"develop the whole person." Some of this personal development comes from
requiring a broad-based general education that contributes to your understanding
of the world and our society. Some of the personal growth takes place in the
residence halls where you learn things like tolerance and how to get along with
different kinds of people. In some cases, personal and professional development
is intentional. At these colleges, there are workshops open to students on time
management, developing relationships, handling yourself at a job interview, and
your responsibilities as a citizen.

MYTH 21
Only the very best students receive financial aid from colleges.

If you are admitted and have financial need, colleges generally want to make it
possible for you to attend. In fact, the greatest proportion of financial assistance
at private colleges tends to go to students in the middle of the class. High-ability
students or students with special talents may receive "merit-based scholarships."

MYTH 22
State-supported institutions offer more financial aid than private colleges do.

State-supported colleges and universities offer very little of their own resources
for financial assistance. As the name suggests, state-supported institutions are
subsidized by their respective states and that allows them to charge less.
However, state institutions are also more likely to offer only loans to students
who do not have a high need.

MYTH 23
The federal government provides most of the financial aid.

Government funds comprise only a very small proportion of the financial aid
available. In fact, the government continually reduces the amount of grant
money - money that does not need to be paid back. Private colleges, especially,
supply the largest portion of financial aid.

MYTH 24
Even if I get financial aid, I shall have large loans to repay when I graduate.

To see that you don't have too much debt at graduation, most colleges allow
you to borrow only a reasonable amount. Nationally, on average, students
will usually have only $2,500-$3,500 per year in loans. At most private
colleges this represents less than 20% of the annual charges. Depending on
the loan, you will usually have ten years to repay, and you don't start the
repayment until after you graduate.

MYTH 25
You can't trust the college about financial aid.

Financial aid is not a "you versus me" business. The job of a college's financial
aid officer is to make it possible for all admitted students to attend their college
while staying within the federal guidelines.

My College

3651 NE Ralph Powell Road
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064
Direct Line: 877-409-6366

Fax: 888-454-6305
www.MyCollegeOptions.org
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Common Myths About College

By George Dehne
Developer of the Personal Inventory of
College Styles

The college selection process is tough
enough. Don't let the myths about college
scare you away from a college or university
that might be just right for you. Year after
year students settle for a second- and third-
choice college because they listened to the
half-truths or downright false statements
concerning the college selection process.
We want to explode these myths so you
can choose the college or university that

is best for you.
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