ACT vs. SAT

The majority of schools in the United States now accept both SAT and ACT test results. Regardless, you should check with each of your target schools before taking either exam.

This increased acceptance of the ACT gives today's savvy students a strategic advantage. The SAT and ACT are significantly different tests, and in many ways, they measure different skills. So depending on your particular strengths and weaknesses, you may perform much better on one test than the other. As a result, many students embarking on the admissions process are now considering both the SAT and ACT--to figure out which test provides a better showcase for their abilities.
What's the Difference?
Admissions officers and educators often describe the difference between SAT and ACT in these terms: the ACT is a content-based test, whereas the SAT tests critical thinking and problem solving. This perception is one reason many educators (off the record) express a preference for the ACT--because they believe that the ACT is closer to testing the "core curriculum" taught in most school classrooms. In fact, this contrast isn't exactly watertight. Many questions on the ACT test critical thinking, and there is a predictable range of material that's tested on the SAT. But the SAT and ACT reward different attributes, so performing well on each test can boil down to what kind of test taker you are.

Here are some of the factors that make the SAT and ACT very different breeds: 

· The ACT includes a science reasoning test; the SAT does not. 

· The ACT math section includes trigonometry. 

· The SAT tests vocabulary much more than the ACT. 

· The SAT is not entirely multiple choice. 

· The SAT has a guessing penalty; the ACT does not. 

· The ACT tests English grammar; the SAT does not. 

Remember, both the SAT and ACT are important parts of your application, but they're only one of several factors--from your courses and grades to recommendations and your personal statement--that colleges consider

Standardized tests like the SAT and ACT are designed to allow college admissions officers to judge all students by a common measurement. Scores on these tests can compensate for differences in high school curriculum, grade inflation, and quality of teaching. In addition, they serve as a reliable predictor of how you will perform academically in your freshman year of college.

SNAPSHOT: SAT
The SAT is the most widely taken college entrance examination. It is designed to test your skill level in math, vocabulary, and reading comprehension. The test is divided into seven sections: 3 math, 3 verbal, and 1 experimental section. The math and verbal sections each have their own distinct question types, including quantitative comparisons, sentence completions, grid-ins, and more. The experimental section, used by the test developer to try out new questions, is not scored and can be either math or verbal. You will not know which section is experimental. 

The SAT is scored on scale of 200-800 for both the math and verbal sections. The College Board sets the average for all test takers at 500 for each. A perfect score on the SAT is 1600. However, in recent years, fewer than 20% of all test takers achieve a math score of 600 or better. Fewer than 10% score higher than 600 on the verbal section.

SNAPSHOT: ACT
The American College Testing Assessment (ACT) is designed to test your skill levels in English, math, reading, and science reasoning. On the test, you will have 2 hours and 55 minutes to complete a variety of multiple choice questions divided into four sections � one for each tested subject area. The English, reading, and science sections each include several reading passages with anywhere from 5 to 15 questions per passage. The math section includes 60 questions � each with 5 possible answer choices.

You will actually receive 12 separate scores on the ACT: 1 composite, 4 subject scores, and 7 subscores. However the composite � or scaled � score is the most important. It ranges from 1-36. Nearly half of all test takers fall in the 17-23 range.
What Is The Difference Between The SAT And The ACT? 

	
	SAT 
	ACT

	When is it administered? 
	Seven times per year
	Six times per year

	What is the test structure? 
	Ten-section exam : Three Critical Reading, three Math, three Writing, and one Experimental. The Experimental section is masked to look like a regular section. 
	Four-section exam : English, Math, Reading, and Science Reasoning. An Experimental section is added to tests on certain dates only, and is clearly experimental. 

	What is the test content? 
	Math : up to 9th grade basic geometry and Algebra II. 
Science: none. 

Reading: sentence completions, short and long critical reading passages, reading comprehension.

Writing: an essay, and questions testing grammar, usage, and word choice. 
	Math : pre-algebra, elementary algebra, intermediate algebra, coordinate geometry, geometry, and trigonometry. Science: charts, experiments. 

Reading: four passages, one each of Prose Fiction, Social Science, Humanities, and Natural Science.

English: stresses grammar. (Include an optional essay.) 

	How long is the test? 
	3 hours 45 minutes
	3 hours 30 minutes (with the 30 minutes optional essay)

	Is there a penalty wrong answers? 
	Yes, for the multiple choice questions 
	No

	How is the test scored? 
	200-800 per section, added together for a combined score. A 2400 is the highest possible combined score. 
	1-36 for each subject, averaged for a composite score. A 36 is the highest possible composite score. 

	Are all scores sent to schools? 
	Yes. If a student requests a score report be sent to specific colleges, the report will include the scores the student received on every SAT taken. 
	No . There is a "Score Choice" option. Students can choose which schools will receive their scores AND which scores the schools will see. 

	Are there other uses for the exams? 
	Scholarship purposes.
	Scholarship purposes. Certain statewide testing programs. 

	Need more information? 
	Educational Testing Service (ETS)
www.ets.org
The College Board
www.collegeboard.com
	ACT, Inc.:
www.act.org 


How To Compare SAT Scores With ACT Scores?

Although there is no official conversion chart, several colleges have issued their own conversion chart. The following table is based on the University of California's conversion chart.

	SAT (Prior to Writing Test Addition) 
	SAT (With Writing Test Addition) 
	ACT Composite Score 

	1600
	2400
	36

	1560-1590
	2340-2390
	35

	1520-1550
	2280-2330
	34

	1480-1510
	2220-2270
	33

	1440-1470
	2160-2210
	32

	1400-1430
	2100-2150
	31

	1360-1390
	2040-2090
	30

	1320-1350
	1980-2030
	29

	1280-1310
	1920-1970
	28

	1240-1270
	1860-1910
	27

	1200-1230
	1800-1850
	26

	1160-1190
	1740-1790
	25

	1120-1150
	1680-1730
	24

	1080-1110
	1620-1670
	23

	1040-1070
	1560-1610
	22

	1000-1030
	1500-1550
	21

	960-990
	1440-1490
	20

	920-950
	1380-1430
	19

	880-910
	1320-1370
	18

	840-870
	1260-1310
	17

	800-830
	1200-1250
	16

	760-790
	1140-1190
	15

	720-750
	1080-1130
	14

	680-710
	1020-1070
	13

	640-670
	960-1010
	12

	600-630
	900-950
	11


